
Rules and procedures of Grievance Hearings. 

Grievance Hearings are open to the public, BUT only the grieving 
party may speak. 

Grievance hearings will be by appointment only and will last 15 
minutes.  Be prepared to present relevant evidence regarding the 
appeal. This evidence must speak to the fair market value of the 
property and must be backed up by evidence of recent sales of 
similar properties. A grievance should be primarily based on three 
factors. The property’s value cannot be lowered because the 
owner thinks the bill will be too high. The basis for a successful 
grievance is generally founded on one or more of the following:  

Fair market value – this grievance is based on the homeowner’s 
opinion of fair market value -- they believe the property is worth 
more or less than the assessment. Owners must be prepared to 
provide valid examples of properties that have been sold in the 
Morristown real estate market. A general argument that the 
market is poor or high is not valid.  

Comparative assessments – this grievance is based on the 
homeowner’s opinion that the property is not assessed fairly in 
comparison to other similar properties. Owners must be prepared 
to provide specific evidence that similar properties are assessed at 
a higher or lower value than theirs. It is important to provide data 
for properties that are similar in location, acreage, and size.  

Data errors – this grievance is based on an error in the property 
record. The number of baths, a finished basement that is 
minimally improved, and recent renovations are all examples of 
valid corrections. Please remember that some data corrections will 
not lead to a change in value 


