Westfield Planning Commission
Regular Meeting August 31, 2020
Following the Zoning Board of Adjustment Hearing 6:00 pm — Westfield Town Office

Present: Brian Dunn, Kitty Edwards, Ellen Fox, Yvan LaPlume, Loren Petzoldt, and Pat Sagui (chair)

1. Call Meeting to Order
Pat Sagui called the meeting to order at 8:12 pm.

2. Additions/Changes to the Agenda
Pat added an agenda item; to meet Will Young and Andy Emery as candidates for Zoning Administrator
and Assistant Zoning Administrator, respectively.

3. Approve Minutes from May 20, 2019 Meetings
Kitty made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 27, 2020 meeting. Loren seconded the
motion. Approved unanimously.

4. Recommendation for Zoning Administrator and Assistant Zoning Administrator

Will introduced himself. He lives in Westfield and has knowledge of building specifications and
conceptually understands Zoning Bylaws. He wants to be of service to the Town. Andy expressed a
desire to learn about municipal zoning and would like to serve as back up when Will is away or
unavailable. There was discussion about how the ZA’s fee would be split between two positions. Ellen
suggested that whoever signs the permit would receive the fee.

Kitty inquired about the relationship between the work of Will’s dad, Danny, and the zoning work.
Danny is a lister. The lister’s assess property value in the town and so the Zoning Administrator provides
permits to all the listers to prompt them to assign a value to any new structures.

Pat resicnded her leadership and vote on the matter. Loren led the vote and made a motion to
recommend Will Young as the Zoning Administrator, and Andy Emery as the Assistant Zoning
Administrator, to the Selectboard. Brian seconded the motion. The motion passed, Pat Sagui
abstaining.

5. Update on Housing Assessment

Pat gave an update that there has been some response to the housing survey. The survey is available
online or a paper copy can be filled out at the town office. Pat encouraged everyone to complete the
survey by Sept 14, and to ask others we know to complete the survey.

6. Bylaw Revision

Pat confirmed that NVDA will not be providing an intern to help rewrite the Bylaw. We have submitted
a municipal planning grant to hire a consultant to help with the rewrite. There is also a smart growth
grant in the works to have as matching funds.

7. Other Business
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Ellen mentioned a Zoning Permit application from Marion Muller-Powell for an existing deck at her
property which she is using as a wedding venue. Because of its location in the river corridor, the issue
will likely need a hearing. Possible dates are September 28, or the following Monday, October 5.

8. Next Meeting
The next regular meeting will be September 28 at 6 pm and the Westfield Community Center.

9. Adjourn
Kitty made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Loren and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ellen Fox
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